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While considering a new name for an updated 
look for the OMGA newsletter, editor Marti Ol-
sen approached the newly elected Executive 
Committee about this proposed change. 

Coincidentally, during this same February 
meeting historian Marcia Sherry circulated 
some old items and among them was the very 
first OMGA newsletter. 

Treasurer Katherine Johnson noticed this origi-
nal name and proposed to revert back to the 
name of Northwest Newsletter. The Executive 
Committee agreed so now history has been 
rewritten! 

PO Box 166 

2397 MW Kings Blvd 

Corvallis OR 97330 

 

Submit articles to: Editor 

Marti Olsen at : 

molsen1510@msn.com by 
the 15th of the months pre-
vious to publicationð
March, June, September, 

and December. 
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201122 

 

2011 OMGA Executive Committee  
 

President: Betty Faller 

Past President: Tam Martin 

President Elect:  David Rugg 

1st Vice-President: Marilyn Scheffler 

2nd Vice-President: Jim Liskey 

3rd Vice-President: Larry Sutton 

Secretary: Janet Anderson 

Treasurer: Katherine Johnson 

Database/Web Manager: Larry Byrum 

Newsletter Editor: Marti Olsen 

Demo Gardens: Rick Anderson 

Historian: Marcia Sherry 

We have gone completely electronic doing our part 
to be ñgreen.ò 

We have new columns, such as a Presidentôs 
space with news from Betty Fallerôs perspective, 
questions sent in by you with answers from ex-
perts, enhanced splashy ads for county fundrais-
ers, an insect column hosted by statewide experts, 
up-to-date information from Gail Langelotto, our 
state program leader, and the latest in garden 
trends. 

If you ask for it, we will try our best to provide it. 
And now weôre in total living panoramic color! 

 Weõre on the Web! 

oregonmastergardeners.org  

Look At Our New Changes!  We Reverted To Our Childhood  
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Your Executive Committee would like you to know how OMGA spends your dues. In an ef-
fort to answer any of your concerns, Katherine Johnson, OMGA Treasurer listed the follow-
ing categories:  

Dues collected in 2010 were $21,378.00. 

 

 
As you can see, we work very hard to disperse your dues in a manner that benefits you and 
your community. 
 
Katherine Johnson, OMGA Treasurer 
 

 

Expense Categories in 2010   

Mini College Reservation for 2011 $3,000.00 

Karl Carlson Grant $1,000.00 

Search for Excellence $800.00 

Ray McNeilan Scholarship $1,050.00 

Jan McNeilan Grant $900.00 

Send-A-Friend Scholarship $1,000.00 

On-Line MG Course, Scholarship $580.00 

Website/Webmaster Expense $500.00 

Newsletter Printing and Mailing $8,000.00 

PNW Handbooks, 23 sets $2,400.00 

Extension Educator Grant $1,020.00 

OSU Endowment Fund $3,500.00 

General and Administration $10,460.00 

How Your OMGA Dues Are Spent  

Did You Know?  

In 1985 OMGA dues were $2.00 and now in 2011 ð 26 years later ð they are only $7.00! 
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needed, bringing our own coffee cups to meet-
ings and communicating through email and 
our website 
(www.oregonmastergardeners.org) to dissemi-
nate information. 

3. Finally, Iôm working on creating a master 
Speakers List, with your help, of Master Gar-
deners that are willing to travel to other chap-
ters and share their knowledge. The list will 
include the chapter they represent, topics cov-
ered, reimbursement requests, dates available 
and follow-up list of those that participated. 

Please join me for an exciting year of reorgan-
ization, new educational venues and contin-
ued dedication to our statewide Master Gar-
dener Program. I look forward to visiting your 
chapter as I travel around the state. 

 

Betty Faller  

OMGA President  

This is the time of year when the only garden 
I can see is in my mind, just a garden 
memory that must nourish a verdant garden-
er and bring me warmth on a snowy winter 
day in Central Oregon. 

I can not tell when spring will arrive nor pre-
dict how well the seeds Iôve selected will grow 
but hope is the thing with feathers that perch-
es in the soul. 

The Oregon Master GardenerTM Association 
is also starting a new season with hope and 
expectation. Our 2011 calendar is filled with 
outstanding educational events where Master 
Gardeners can earn advanced training hours 
and renew friendships with other chapters. 
We are also becoming more tech savvy this 
year with an informative and user-friendly 
website and electronic distribution of our 
newsletter. 

Speaking of the newsletter, meet our new ed-
itor, Marti Olsen from Linn County. Marti has 
previous óeditorô experience and the new for-
mat is going to be exciting. Special areas of 
interest include a óQuestion and Answerô sec-
tion; A column to announce whatôs happening 
around the stateô; insects on the move and 
updates pertinent to your chapter. 

My Presidentôs Project for 2011 is three-fold: 

1. Pledge of Support and Sustainability for 
the Master Gardener Endowment Fund. Each 
chapter has been asked to contribute 
$125.00 which OMGA will match up to 
$2500. These funds will show a vested finan-
cial interest in sustaining our program in addi-
tion to all the volunteer hours we log each 
year. Iôm hopeful that we can meet this goal 
by our June 4 board meeting in Bend, Ore-
gon. 

2. Less Paper, More Sustainable. As I men-
tioned previously, Master Gardeners are now 
demonstrating more sustainable practices by 
using less paper and printing only what is 

Out My Front Window  

http://www.oregonmastergardeners.org/
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/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ DƻǊƎŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ¢a !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ  
!ƴƴǳŀƭ {ǇǊƛƴƎ tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ  
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ тΣ нлмм  
фΥлл !ΦaΦ ǘƻ мΥлл tΦaΦ  

¢ƘŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ h{¦ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ  
нффл 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ {ǘŀǝƻƴ wƻŀŘ  

IƻƻŘ wƛǾŜǊΣ hw  
όƻũ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊ wƻŀŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ¸ƻǳǊ wŜƴǘŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊύ 

 
§ /ƻƳŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎΦ  
§ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǾŀǊƛŜǝŜǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ²ƛƭŘ DŀǊŘŜƴ {ŜŜŘ ƻŦ 
tƘƛƭƻƳŀǘƘΣ   

 Ϥ hwϤ  
§ ¸ƻǳϥƭƭ ŬƴŘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƴŀǝǾŜǎΣ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǎƘǊǳōǎΣ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊōǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎΦ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘǊȅ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ŀǊǘΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
aŀǎǘŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΦ  

 
¢ƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ DƻǊƎŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ DƻǊƎŜΦ  

 
/ŀƭƭ /DaD! ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ όрпмύ оус-оопо ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ  

In 2009, the Oregon Legislature passed 
House Bill 2424 to allow volunteers to re-
move weeds as part of the Adopt-A-
Highway program.  
 
Volunteers can choose weeds or litter or 
both for their adopted stretch of highway.  
 
Unfortunately, few people know about this 
or understand the importance of controlling 
weeds on major vectors like roadsides.  
 
For more information, contact: 
Brenda Pace at 541-383-8055 or  
jetpace@bendcable.com 

Weed For Thought  

The Quarterly OMGA Board Meetings 
have officially been changed to the fol-
lowing times: 
 
The facility opens at 9:00 a.m. to allow 
for the Audit Committee to meet prior to 
the meeting 
 
At 9:30 a.m. the members can gather 
prior to the commencement of the meet-
ing 

 
The official meeting begins at 10:00 
a.m. and concludes by 4:30 p.m. 

Important Change  



6 

OMGA March 2011 Northwest Newsletter 



7 

OMGA March 2011 Northwest Newsletter 

 

 

   

Ask An Expert  

Question from Chuck Petersen from Columbia County: 

Columbia County MG has budgeted $125.00 for the Endowment Fund but questions have 
arisen since the Pledge of Support and Sustainability came out.  

I realize Lane County has had difficulties and needs support in various ways but how did the 
$10,000 figure come about and who spends those dollars and how will it be tracked? Will oth-
er counties that have difficulties be able to tap the fund as well, and what criteria has been 
used to justify the requesting and disbursement of those funds? 

I believe there are several counties teetering on the edge and if they want financial support in 
this way how is it accomplished? Who make the determination and when is it made? 

Answer from Gail Langellotto, Statewide Master Gardener Program Coordinator: 

I am the person who makes decisions regarding how the Endowment Fund proceeds are 
used. The fund was set up to support the Statewide MG Program (my program). Thus, who-
ever occupies my position has access to the funds. 

Since I have been in this position, I have never touched one penny. It is my órainy dayô fund. 

The Lane County Extension Home Horticulture Program was $10,000 short of keeping their 
doors open. They had a solid 2-year plan for sustainably funding their program. They had es-
tablished partners who will help them meet their goals. Thus, I thought that it was a good risk 
to take - $10,000 now to keep Lane County Extension Home Horticulture open for 2 years, as 
they transition to a new funding model. Without this $10K, they would have had to shut their 
doors. The rest of Lane County Extension has shut down. Only home horticulture remains 
(except for federally funded nutrition education program). 

I also thought my decision to use the Endowment Funds in this way honored the intent of do-
nors ï who likely were giving money to the Statewide MG Endowment Fund, not just to sup-
port me (which, is how the endowment fund is set up) ï but to support the MG Program 
across Oregon. 

If other counties are in need of help, I would do all that I can to assist. I wish I would have re-
membered to tell people that I gave $10,000 (proceeds from a grant that I wrote and re-
ceived) to keep Neil Bell at full FTE in Marion County. Without this funding, Neil would have 
gone down from 1.0 FTE to 0.75 FTE. Neil Bell is one of the most productive members of the 
Home Horticulture faculty ï and I wanted to keep him fully employed, so that the program as 
a whole could continue to benefit from his knowledge and hard work. 

When I have the funds, and programs are in need of a short term infusion of funds, I will do all 
I can to help. The county would need to have a solid plan in place for how they would sustain-
ably fund themselves. I donôt have the money to continually carry a county program on my 
funding. 

 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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(At this time, I only have $26,000 available to me, to spend, in the Endowment Fund).  If an 
infusion of funds to a troubled county would only delay the inevitable (i.e., they have no plan 
for how to fund themselves after they use the donations), I would not provide the funds. 

For a county with a solid funding plan:  I would spend the money (assuming I had the funds 
that they needed) to keep a program from dying and to reinvigorate it to new life. 

To my knowledge, the counties most in trouble right now are those without tax service dis-
trict funding (e.g. Jackson, Klamath, Jefferson, Benton, Washington, Hood River, Marion, 
Umatilla and Baker counties). Of these, I have heard talk of Marion, Hood River, and Jack-
son potentially going for a tax service ballot measure in the near future. Benton is on fairly 
strong footing, financially, I am not sure of the other counties. 

I have proven to be fiscally responsible with the Endowment Fund ï by never touching one 
penny of the funds available to me. I have shown that I support county programs ï via the 
travel I do on a yearly basis (funded by my programôs money, and not on county funds) to 
support annual trainings, fundraisers, etc. I have also shown support of county programs by 
a pledge of $10,000 to Lane County and $10,000 to Marion County (not a pledge ï the 
funds have already been transferred). Behind the scenes, I have done tons more than this 
to keep agents fully employed and in their counties. Thus, for folks that may be concerned 
that I am the only person who decides how the funds are spent ï I offer up that I have 
shown time and time again that I am responsible with the funds and supportive of county 
programs. 

Given all of this, it is also important to remember that I am only funded at 75%. On a yearly 
basis, I raise 25% of my salary and benefits. I have never had to tap into the Endowment 
Fund to bridge the 25% gap in my compensation ï because I have worked extremely hard 
on grant writing and on the online MG course. There may come a day, however, when I 
need the funds to keep myself fully or to keep my program assistant fully employed. 

I hope this help to answer your questions. 

Question from Linda Holder, Jackson County 

What are the current rules are for the usage of the "TM?" It has changed slightly over the 
years (from every time we say "Master Gardener" to once per page to once per article, etc.) 
and we want to be certain that we're using it correctly as of today. 

Answer from Betty Faller, OMGA President 

The answer to the trade mark question is originally from Jan McNeilan, the Interim 
Statewide MG Program Coordinator from June 2, 2005: Gail Langellotto just told the 
Executive Committee that OSU had renewed its trademark. For now, please use the 
following criteria and I will confirm it with Gail asap. 

On March 8, 2001, trademarks were registered with the State of Oregon through the 
OSU Office of Trademark Licensing. Historically, the first time the logo and words 
Master Gardener were recorded and used was December 15, 1977.  

 

Ask An Expert  

(Continued on Page 9) 
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Ask An Expert  

The words "Master Gardener" themselves are the trademark for use in Oregon. The 
TM should be used on the flower logo (the orange and black logo) and the words 
"Master Gardener" in all combinations and forms,. It should be included on signs, an-
nouncements, headings, products etc. In order to make it easier on us, our legal de-
partment says that as long as the TM is on "Master GardenerTM" The trademark should 
be superscript which means raised up the first time it is used in a letter, brochure or 
whatever, that should be enough and does not have to be repeated throughout the 
document or item. 

Officially the following versions are trademarked: Oregon Master GardenerTM; Oregon 
State University Master GardenerTM; Oregon State University Extension Service Mas-
ter GardenerTM; Oregon State University Master GardenerTM Mini-College; Master Gar-
denerTM (this is trademarked for Oregon only and does not apply to other states). 

Anywhere "Master GardenerTM" is used the trademark should be part of the verbiage. 
Examples: Jackson County Master GardenerTM, Central Oregon Master GardenerTM 

Association, OSU Extension Master GardenerTM. 

Question from Linda Holder, Jackson County  

Does OMGA or the Gardeners Pen have any rules or guidelines about printing opin-
ion pieces? Some of our local folks think that everything we print should be scientifi-
cally documented; on the other hand, gardening is hardly an exact science with many 
personal experiences and opinions. I'd be interested to know if OMGA has addressed 
this issue. 

Answer by Betty Faller, OMGA President 

Marti Olsen is our new newsletter editor and she will be sending out some guidelines 
pretty soon. Until then my personal opinion is: if answering a gardening question I 
would list the research-based answer with source but I would also list other comments 
and opinions and ask WHAT DO YOU THINK? It allows people to express 
their opinion and why they do something that way, and it prompts others to question 
all answers. Discussion is always good for gardeners, and if we can garden in such 
diverse conditions (high desert, coastal, valley, etc.) we can certainly listen to another 
gardener's opinion. 

So now that you have my opinion I can tell you that we have not discussed it officially 
for the newsletter - we're flexible. 

Thanks for your questions and we plan to have a column in the new 'Gardeners' Pen' 
format that will address questions just like this one. 
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Mini College In Newport  
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