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NEW ADDRESS 

 

OMGA 

2397 MW Kings Blvdð 

PMG 166 

Corvallis OR 97330 

 

Send Northwest News-
letter items to Betty 

Faller at  

fallers@teleport.com 

in Microsoft Office or 
rich text format by the 
15th of the previous 
months of publicationð
March, June September 

and December. 

 

Letters to the Editor are 

Welcome.  Thank you! 

Betty  

Oregon Master GardenerTM Association 

201122 

 

2011 OMGA Executive Committee  
 

President: Betty Faller 

Past President: Tam Martin 

President Elect:  David Rugg 

1st Vice-President: Marilyn Scheffler 

2nd Vice-President: Jim Liskey 

3rd Vice-President: Larry Sutton 

Secretary: Janet Anderson 

Treasurer: Katherine Johnson 

Database/Web Manager: Larry Byrum 

Newsletter Editor: Open 

Historian: Marcia Sherry 

 Weõre on the Web! 

oregonmastergardeners.org  

Our newsletter editor, Marti Olsen has re-
quested that we find another editor due to 
personal issues.  This is the last issue to be 
published this year and the template is 
available. 

Please  read  the  job  description  on  the 
OMGA website. 

I really need your help filling this vital 
position that keeps all Master Gardeners 

and Chapters informed and connected. 

Betty Faller, OMGA President     

  

Volunteer Needed Immediately  
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tations and enough cookies to satisfy the 
ócookie monsterô (aka David Rugg)  
made this event fun and productive. 

Out my front window, my garden, once     
productive and yielding tasty fruits and    
vegetables, is now covered with a light   
dusting of snow.  As a gardener, I know that 
wonderful things will take place beneath the 
blanketed soil and spring will bring a         
resurgence of growth and beauty. 

Thank you, Board of Directors, for accepting 
the challenges and focusing on OMGAôs 
commitment to sustainable gardening 
through: 

ß Partnering with the OSU MG Program 
to promote sustainable gardening 

practices 

ß Advocating for funding to deliver the 

MG Program across Oregon 

ß Fostering quality continuing            

education for all Master Gardeners 

 

 Betty Faller, OMGA President  

This year, my late crop of strawberries, 
broccoli and carrots extended my outdoor 
garden chores into a beautiful high desert 
fall.  The óPurple Robeô locust, maple and 
grove of birch trees displayed brilliant hues 
of red and gold so often touted by eastern 
óleaf peepersô. 

I think fall into winter is my favorite season 
because it gives me the opportunity to     
reflect on the successes, and perhaps, 
missed opportunities in the garden.  

As my term as your OMGA President 
comes to an end, I mentally revisit all the 
positive project outcomes that have been 
achieved when we work together for the 
betterment of the OMGA: 

¶ The 2011 Presidentôs Project produced 
financial contributions to the Master 
Gardener Endowment fund...an invest-
ment in the future of the statewide MG 
Program. 

¶ My commitment to ógoing greenerô     
included less paper and more use of the 
website for information. 

¶ The biggest accomplishment was both 
financial and green...the electronic     
distribution of the OMGA newsletter.  
Our approximate savings of $6000     
allowed increased funding support for 
grants, awards and support of the     
outstanding work that Gail Langellotto-
Rhodaback, our Statewide MG Program 
Coordinator, does on behalf of the MG 
program. 

¶ A very successful combined effort with 
Tam Martin, OMGA Past-President, was 
the presentation of the 1st annual Board 
Orientation held Nov. 4th in Albany.  
OMGA Jeopardy, guidelines and expec-

Out My Front Window  
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 8th Annual Statewide Nonprofit    
Organization Board Training 

Saturday, January 21, 2012 

LaSells Stewart Center 

Corvallis, Oregon 

 

This event is presented by Financial Stewardship Resources, Inc. 
(FSR), a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization that educates and           
empowers nonprofit board members in sound financial,                    

administrative and organization stewardship. 

 

FSR provides basic board training throughout Oregon so that all 
board members and officers better understand their roles and       

manage their organizations effectively. 

 

For more information see their website at www.financialsteward.org 

Gail Langellotto has been working on the  

Master Gardener reference website.  

There is now a page specifically for  

Master Gardener volunteers. Please visit 

the site and if you have comments or  

suggestions, contact Patty Driscoll at:  

driscollp@hort.oregonstate.edu  

 

MG Volunteer website address: 

http://tinyurl.com/MG-Volunteer 

http://tinyurl.com/MG-Volunteer
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Question: Bobbie Gross from Curry County asks:  Iôm on the garden tour committee 
and we have questions about liability insurance.  Do chapters 
have any responsibility in terms of accidents?  Are we covered 
by the OSU insurance policy umbrella or OMGA? 

Answer:  If your garden tour is a fundraiser for your chapter, and 
not a plant clinic or other outreach with educational activities, the 
OSU óumbrellaô policy does not cover your event.  OMGA has its 
own policy to cover itôs special events but this does not cover  
individual chapter events. 

Check with your chapter insurance agent for confirmation.  It seems that your chapter 
will has some liability and the homeowner of the garden will have some liability.  Weigh 
the risk at each site, number of attendees, steep hillsides, and other potential hazards.  

The most important guideline when hosting any Master Gardener event is to have a 
substantial element of education for the public.  You may then fall under the OSU 
ôumbrellaô policy and meet your mission statement at the same time.  

Comments on Liability Insurance:  A chapter can adopt a preventative strategy 
against liability. 

¶ Identify sensitive areas of programs that might deal with children, the elderly or any 
other vulnerable population, food and drink, the use of tools or equipment, or activi-
ties that can cause injury. 

¶ Establish written practices and guidelines to minimize the chance of injury taking 
place. 

¶ Be sure all volunteer MGs know what they are supposed to be doing by preparing a 
job description for common tasks. 

¶ Sponsor on-going training for MGs sufficient to perform their jobs and follow rules 
and procedures established by the OSU Extension for MGs. 

As a MG, you must stay current with the latest OSU Extension Service information 
which means meeting standards for certification. 

Be sure your OMGA membership is current.  One of the ways that the OSU Extension 
business office in Corvallis (the holder of the óumbrellaô liability policy) can know that a 
MG is covered is that his/her name is on the MG roster prepared by the database man-
ager or treasurer at the time the OMGA state dues are paid. 

Questions and Answers  
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Gail Langellotto-Rhodaback, Statewide Coordinator 

OSU Extension Master Gardener Program 

November is my favorite month of the year.  The landscape on the OSU campus ignites 
in shades of red, orange and yellow.  College basketball is back in season (Go Beavs!). 
Thanksgiving and my momôs birthday are both in November. 

As a child, it was my job to help peel a bushel of potatoes for Thanksgiving dinner and 
to set a place at the table for the 30+ people who would share a meal with us on that 
day.  As a young child, before my parentsô work ethic started to pay off, I knew what it 
felt like to be hungry. But on Thanksgiving, there was always enough for seconds and 
thirds.  Although I donôt recommend poverty as a teaching tool, one of the benefits of 
growing up without was that I learned to be grateful for moments of abundance, the 
kindness of others, the ties that bind us, and the beauty of simple pleasures. 

Thus, it is with gratitude that I write this article, in thanks for the support of the Oregon 
Master Gardener Association and its members.  The OMGA and its chapters have a 
long history of supporting the OSU Extension Master Gardener Program.  OMGA    
members have been integral to fostering local support for the continued operation of MG   
Programs in counties.  The dues that OMGA members pay help to fund the purchase of 
PNW handbooks for county Extension offices; scholarships for community members 
and Master Gardeners; grants for Extension faculty.  In addition, at the recent            
November Board meeting in Albany, the OMGA Board signaled its strong and             
resounding support for the MG Program.  I had asked that the OMGA dedicate $5,000 
of their 2012 budget for the Statewide Master Gardener Endowment fund.  Not only did 
the board vote in favor of this request, but they also voted to dedicate an additional 
$3,100 to the short-term, spendable portion of the Endowment fund. [Unless otherwise 
specified, donations to this fund are deposited in the interest-bearing, but non-
spendable, long-term account.]  I didnôt request these funds, but the board saw the need 
to support the program with this additional donation.   

I was left speechless and humbled by the Boardôs actions. 

Money is an important and necessary tool needed to run the Master Gardener Program 
ï but the OMGAôs donation means so much more to me than a line item in a budget.  
More than anything, I am grateful for the confidence that the Board has place in me and 
their support of the MG Program in tough economic times.  The words óthank youô      
cannot express how sincerely grateful I am for this generosity, as well as the generosity 
of many individual MGs who have stepped forward to pledge or give funds to the      
Program.  Iôm limited by language in this article, and óthank youô is the best I can muster 
on the printed page.  However, in my daily work, I strive to personify what it means to be 
grateful - by doing the best that I can to honor the gifts of time and money that the    
OMGA and individual Master Gardener have given to uphold and promote excellence in 
the MG Program.  Thank you, so much. 

With Gratitude  
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Whatôs Your Wine I.Q.? 
 

Douglas County Master Gardeners are fortunate to live in an upcoming and successful 
wine country. We are often asked questions as to how to grow grapes, what to expect 
as grape production proceeds, when to harvest grapes, and how to really use grapes. 
Many people comment on wanting to understand the nuances of different varieties, and 
why a certain taste affects what the grape is used for, such as jelly, juice, or wine. 

 

One of the educational classes offered in August was a 
ñWine I. Q. classò held at our own Discovery Gardens. Agent 
Steve Renquist  offered information about grapes and the 
formal aspect of wine tasting to 41 people. 

 

 

The educational purpose of the class was two-fold: 1) To gain knowledge about        
characteristics of grapes and the wines they are used to make, and (2) the social aspect 
of the class to allow veteran master gardeners, newer members, and members of the 
community to work together in small groups while learning about some wines and 
grapes. This exchange of information worked well as more knowl-
edgeable people were able to bring different focus on each group. 

 

Our Victory Garden - a successful sharing of garden skills and an      
outreach community project - has generated over 2733lbs of fresh    
vegetables to the community food bank, UCAN, this season. Other    
individual Master Gardener donations brought the total to 3239 
lbs.  

 

Looking to the horizon of Winter Training 2012, we are hosting two Mentor Training   
classes prior to January instruction. This is to insure potential mentors understand what 
is expected in the role of Mentor, and to alleviate concerns such as time requirements, 
and to answer questions now so that the newcomers will have firm support and        
guidance through the 11 week class.  

 

Submitted by Deb Haynes, Douglas County Representative 
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. The Gift of Grafting  
 (Reprinted with permission from The Statesman Journal) 

 

Written by 
Heather Rayhorn, Statesman Journal 

 
Grafted tomatoes, newly available to the local public, deliver on promises 
of producing more and bigger, disease-resistant fruit 
5:42 PM, Sep. 29, 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two óSweet Millionô cherry tomatoes are planted next to each other at the Master Gardeners Marion Demonstration  

Garden. The grafted one (left) produced much more fruit this summer. / Kobbi R. Blair / Statesman Journal 

 
When Marion County Master Gardener Harry Olsen looked through the Territorial Seed 
Catalog last spring, it was a grafted tomato that caught his eye.  Picture comparisons 
showed the grafted tomatoes to have bigger plants and larger fruit. 
 
Olsen started researching. Although it was the first time the catalog had offered such a 
thing, he found grafted tomatoes have been around for 35 years commercially. And not 
only did they promise bigger plants and fruit, but more disease resistance, earlier and 
longer fruiting and more fruit. 
 
In June, the master gardeners group bought five sets of plants from Territorial Seed Co. in 
Cottage Grove to plant in the Master Gardeners Marion Demonstration Garden on Center 
Street. Each set contained a regular tomato and, in the same variety, the grafted form.   

mailto:hrayhorn@StatesmanJournal.com


9 

OMGA December 2011 Northwest Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Olsen, along with other Marion County Master Gardeners, would put these grafts to the 
test. Near the end of September, the tomato plants clearly showed a comparison.     
Tested were 'Brandywine,' 'Pineapple,' 'Sungold,' 'Sweet Million' and 'San Marzano     
Gigante 3.' 
 
In one of the demonstration garden's raised beds, the original plant of each variety was 
planted next to its grafted counterpart. To demonstrate the vigor of the common         
rootstock used in the grafting process, the un-grafted rootstock spreads out its tentacles 
in the center of the west side of the bed. 
While the master gardeners found grafted tomatoes start out the same as the originals, 
they also found grafted tomatoes accelerate growth and outgrow the regular variety,   
Olsen said, adding that normally meager producing varieties such as 'Brandywine' were 
much more productive. 
 
The one thing that doesn't change is taste. It's still as good as ever, Olsen said. 
Perhaps most impressive in the demonstration garden is the 'San Marzano Gigante' 
pairing. The regular variety is spindly with dying branches because of a malfunction in 
the watering earlier in the season. But such hardships didn't seem to bother the grafted 
one. It towers over its weaker brother, green and strong. 
 
"In regular water, grafted out produced by about a quarter in testing," Olsen said. "When 
they introduced drought, grafted did 41 percent better in fruit production." 

Just down the row from the 'San Marzanos' are the 'Sweet Million' cherry tomatoes. 
Sure enough, the grafted version is 10 times the bush, producing bouncy-ball sized 
cherries that look more like grape bunches than a sprig of cherry tomatoes. 

Grafted tomatoes do need to be pruned to control growth, or Olsen said, it will look like a 
birds nest. Starts also will cost you about three times as much. Master Gardener Tobie 
Habeck said for the average person who wants to put a couple tomatoes in the yard, the 
grafts are a good idea. "Or if they have poor conditions," Olsen added. 

Olsen said experiments will continue through fall and winter in greenhouses. He said 
grafting is harder than online videos would lead you to believe, but master gardeners 
hope to find an easier way to teach it to the public. 

Links 

Territorial Seed Co.: Catalog and website sell starts, http://www.territorialseed.com  
 
Johnnyôs Seeds: View a tomato grafting video, learn about the advantages and       
download a document describing the process at, http://www.johnnyseeds.com 

 

Submitted by Jim King, Marion County  
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From Garden to Table 

Odiferous Alliums:  An Ode to the Stinking Rose 

By Robert Hammond, Columbia County 

 

ñBanish (the onion) from the kitchen and the pleasure flies with it. 

Its presence lends color and enchantment to the most modest dish; its absence        
reduces the rarest delicacy to hopeless insipidity, and dinner to despair.ò 

Elizabeth Robbins Pennell, American columnist 

 

Take away my onions, garlic, leeks or shallots and I would be hard pressed to cook.  
One or more of these odiferous alliums form the basis of many a savory dish.  Being a 
staple food, edible Alliums are fundamental to cooking.  Aside from forming the flavor 
basis for everything from soups to stews, sauces, stuffings, casseroles and savory 
pies, these aromatic edibles are used in numerous other preparations either alone or in 
tandem with other ingredients.  They can be roasted, baked, fried, saut®ed, grilled, 
braised, stewed, pickled, marinated or simply used in a raw state.  When you think 
about the myriad of cooking applications it is mind boggling.  

Onions, green onions, shallots, garlic and leeks have been used as a food for millennia 
dating back to 5000 BC.  There is, however, no conclusive opinion that pinpoints an 
exact location and time of birth.  Ancient Egyptians worshiped them; Greek and Roman 
athletes revered them; people in the Middle Ages paid rent with them.  Modern          
nutritionists tout so many health benefits of consuming them that it reads like a medical 
journal ï sulfur compounds, chromium, lowers total cholesterol and triglycerides,       
antioxidants, vitamins B-6 and C, anti-inflammatory, anti-bacterial. 

 

Odiferous Allium thy taste is sweet 

When on my plate commence to eat 

But flooding tears roll down my cheek, 

While mincing thee provoke the air  

Doest sting my eyes and make me weep. 

 

Many plants of the genus Allium are known by the common name onion but this      
usually refers to Allium cepa, the globe onion, bulb onion, garden onion or shallot.  As 
anyone who has chopped onions knows, they can bring tears to your eyes.  As onions 
are cut, cells are broken causing a complex chemical reaction with sulfur based acids 
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present in the onion.  These acids turn volatile reaching the nerve endings of the eye 
making them sting.  Tear glands produce tears to flush out the irritant.  Using a sharp 
knife helps to minimize this reaction as does rinsing the onion in cold water after peeling.  
The best advice is just to do the task and get it over with. 

Onions regulate stages of growth by the duration of the light/dark cycle at the particular 
time of year they are growing, thus they are categorized as long day, short day and day 
neutral.  The amount of growth and development prior to bulbing will 
determine the bulb size.  Long day varieties grow north of the Kansas/
Oklahoma border so they are the best choice for gardeners in our    
local.  Plant them as early as possible in spring from seed, sets or 
transplants to obtain growth prior to the longest day when they begin 
to bulb.  Short day varieties, best suited for the South, need to be 
planted in the fall to obtain enough growth to make a large bulb earlier in the year when 
the days are shorter.  Day neutral onions can be grown anywhere.  Some onion varieties 
are grown strictly for fresh use (i.e. Walla Walla) and some for storage (i.e. Copra). Some 
are sweet in flavor and others hot.  Onions grown from sets tend to prematurely bolt.  
Seed grown onions, whether direct seeded or transplants, are generally good keepers. 

But in my garden you shall abide 

In place of honor there, 

An ode to you majestic lords 

And royal ladies fair, 

As I shall reap the bounty and harvest you with pride 

 

Onion nomenclature can be quite confusing at times especially when it comes to          
describing shallots, scallions or green onions.  The term shallot is actually used to        
describe two different Allium species ï the French grey shallot, true shallot or grisell 
(Allium oschanirii) and the shallot or multiplier onion (Allium cepa var. aggregatum).  
Shallots and multiplier onions form a cluster of underground bulbs from each single bulb 
planted, much like garlic.  To add to our bewilderment, the term shallot is confused with 
scallion.  In some countries green onions are shallots and shallots are referred to by     
alternative names such as eschallot. 

The Welsh onion (Allium fistulosum) does not develop bulbs and possess hollow leaves 
and scapes.  In the vernacular these are Japanese bunching onions, green onions, spring 
onions and scallions (the latter three terms are sometimes applied to immature bulbing 
onions as well).  Welsh doesnôt mean it comes from Wales but preserves the meaning of 
the Old English word meaning foreign, the species having originated in Asia. 

The Tree Onion is a garden oddity being a cultivar-cross of Allium cepa and Allium        
fistulosum.  Also called Top onion, Topset onion, Walking onion or Egyptian onion, this is 
an onion with a bunch of bulblets where a normal onion would have flowers.  They can  

continued on page 12 
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sprout and grow while still on the stalk, bending down under the weight giving rise to the 
name walking onion. 

Garlic (Allium sativum) needs no introduction.  It comes in two types: Softneck (subsp. 
sativum) and Hardneck (subsp. ophioscorodon).  Softneck garlic produces 6-18 cloves 

in several layers around a soft central stem, has the best storage qualities 
and is great for braiding. Hardneck garlic typically produces 5-9 cloves per 
head which grow in a single circle around a central woody stem attempting 
to produce a flower stalk. The range and quality of flavor they exhibit is out-
standing but hardneck types have a shorter storage life than softneck types. 

Elephant garlic (Allium porrum var. ampeloprasum) does need an introduction or at 
least an explanation.  Not garlic at all it is related to garden leeks.  It takes two years to 
get cloves, the first year yielding only a single clove. This plant has a tall, solid, flower-
ing stalk and broad flat leaves much like those of a leek with a flavor milder than garlic. 
If left alone, it will spread into a clump with many flowering heads making a lovely orna-
mental.   

Leeks (Allium porrum) produce a long cylinder of bundled leaf sheaths which are 
blanched by hilling.  The edible portion of the leek is the white base and light green 
stalk.  Summer leeks are harvested young and in the season when 
planted.  Over-wintering leeks are planted to harvest in the winter or 
the following spring.  Leeks can be bunched and harvested early when 
they are about the size of a pencil or can be thinned and allowed to 
grow to a much larger mature size. 

With some careful planning, one or more members of the Allium family 
can be grown in our gardens year round. Techniques and parameters 
for growing onions and other Alliums can be found in any good vegetable gardening 
book worth the paper itôs written on and the information available is encyclopedic.  They 
all require well-dug, loose soil amended with lots of organic material, the same mantra 
we use for growing all of our vegetables. For a quick reference on growing require-
ments, check out the catalogue from Territorial Seed as well as the OSU extension web 
site (document EC 1231).   

Oh leeks so sweet and onions strong, oh garlicôs pungent air; 

Deprive me of the stinking rose 

This life I should despair. 

 

Carl Sandburg, the great American poet wrote: ñLife is like an onion. You peel it off one 
layer at a time; and sometimes you weep.ò   

     Take away my onions, garlic, leeks or shallots ï thatôs enough to make me cry! 

 

Submitted by Katherine Johnson  
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If a tree falls in your neighborôs yard, does it make a lawsuit?  According to Bill Elmen-
dorf, instructor in the School of Forest Resources at Penn State, ñfew homeowners un-
derstand the laws and legal rights that apply to trees.  Ornamental trees can have a mon-
etary value that can be recovered in court, and landmark trees can have an assigned val-
ue of $25,000 to $60,000 based on size, species, condition and location.ò 

 

What does this have to do with your garden?  Imagine reading this article in a magazine 
and wondering if any winter damage occurring to trees along a property line could be 
considered dangerous?  Reasonable inspection and care to make certain a tree is safe is 
the landownerôs responsibility. 

 

Although most of us will never face liability issues regarding our well-groomed landscape, 
many neighborhood friendships are dissolved over such issues.  All laws are open to in-
terpretation as we consider the following questions: 

Who owns the tree? 

Can you trim your neighborôs tree? 

If your tree falls down, is it an act of God? 

If your neighborôs tree extends into your yard, can you eat the fruit? 

 

Good questions?  Do you know the answers? 

The tree trunk determines the owner 

You may trim back branches and roots that reach into your yard 

An act of God represents ñsome inevitable event that could not be prevented by human 
care, skill or foresight, but which results exclusively from natureôs cause.ò 

 

Of course, the best solution is preventive maintenance, removal of winter damaged limbs 
and direct communication with your neighbor should a problem arise. 

By the way, the fruit of your neighborôs apple tree belongs to the owner of the treeélaws 
about fallen fruit are unclear. 

The information provided in this article is not legal advice or a legal opinion.  It was 
not intended to create and does not constitute a layer-client relationship between 
the Law Offices of Lee M. Perlman, the publisher or the reader.  This article was 
reprinted from the Central Oregon Chapter of OSU Master Gardener newsletter, the 
Hoedown.   

Submitted by Betty Faller 

Another Take on Pruning  



14 

OMGA December 2011 Northwest Newsletter 

Holiday Wish List  
 

This is a great time of the year to peruse your favorite catalogs for 
that unusual, ójust canôt live withoutô holiday gift for a favorite gardener 
on your list ï including yourself.  I think Iôve found something for     
everyone so enjoy ówinter dreamingô and shopping. 

 

Iôm a tea drinker so this really caught my interest: 

Blooming Tea Set from Gardenerôs Supply Co. for $29.95.  Tea balls 
ñbloomò into beautiful flowers as they steep into a fragrant tea ï comes 

with the glass teapot. 

 

Colorful Tubtrug holds 11 gallons for $16.95.  Itôs bendable, super 
tough, comes in bright colors and I love my purple one because I can 
always see where Iôve left it.  Gardenerôs Supply Co. 

 

Iôm always looking for something to tie up plants so this item will be   
perfect:  Jute Twine gift pack of 8 spoons ï 52ô each and itôs              
biodegradable.  Affordable at $12.95 from Gardenerôs Supply Co.  
When you order, 8% goes to a fund for Gardening and the                  
Environment.   

 

Of course, you can go to Amazon.com and find almost anything including wonderful 
gardening books. 

 

The most unique site for gardener gifts is www.houzz.com/152987/list. 

 

In the true spirit of the holidays, you can provide a family across the globe with basic 
necessities, including a garden kit, fruit trees, a dairy goat, two oxen and a plow, or a 
deep-water well.  Shop the World Vision Gift Catalog at www.worldvisiongifts.org.  This 
is really proactive giving to something or someone that touches your heart. 

 

Happy Holidays to Everyone, 

 

Betty Faller  
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VOLUNTEERING,                                                    
Itôs the Master Gardener Thing to Do 

 

     Oregon Master Gardeners represent a sizeable volunteer force in Oregon.  We often 
express wonder and pride in our service.  But, how do we stack up with Oregonians and 
the nation?   

     About 1,000,000 Oregonians are volunteers.  Thatôs a ratio of 1 volunteer in every      
3-İ people in our state.  This ratio is one of the highest in the nation per Norm Smith of 
the Ford Family Foundation.  Master Gardeners represent about 4,000 volunteers. 

     A search of the internet for the value of volunteer time reveals about 63,400,000 
Americans gave over 8 billion hours in 2009.  Thatôs about 26.8% of the adult population 
and that equaled $169 billion.  The Bureau of Labor statistic has determined the value of 
volunteer time by each state.  The estimated dollar value for the nation was $21.36 per 
hour in 2009.   

     What about Oregon?  It was $18.47.  But not to worry, the lowest was Montana at 
$14.89; the highest was DC at $32.79.   What about Oregonôs neighbors?  California is 
highest and values volunteers at $23.42 per hour; Washington is next at $21.62, then 
Nevada at $19.00 and last is Idaho at $15.57.  See http://independentsector.org/
volunteer_time for additional insights.  So what value are our volunteer hours to OSU?  
According to the Financial Accounting Standards Board, the value of volunteer hours can 
be used on financial statements, including requests for grants, if the volunteer performs a 
specialized skill for a nonprofit.  This is where our training and recertification take on   
special value.  See http://www.fasb.org/pdf/fas116.pdf for further explanations. 

     How about demographics?  Among older adults, nearly 30% for ages 45-56 volun-
teered.  Ages 55-64 stepped up to the plate for 28% while those over 65 gave 23.5%.  
Younger adults tend to volunteer for youth-related activitiesðcoaching, scouting, etc.ð
while older adults favor extension of professional or managerial experiences.  The 
youngest adults give just over 20%.  So, when Master Gardeners wonder where are the 
younger folk, they are either studying for a college exam or coaching a Little League 
team.  For a lot of other interesting information visit www.bc.edu/agingandwork by Sloan 
Center. 

      A 2007 survey of Oregon Master Gardeners, conducted by Weston Miller and Gail 
Langellotto suggests that we stack up toward the silver hair side.  According to the       
results of that survey, nearly three-quarters of Oregon Master Gardeners are between 
the ages of 56 and 85.  And, overall I think we are world-class volunteers and have every 
right to be proud. 

 

Submitted by David Rugg from Jackson County  
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¶ Beret Halverson, OSU Extension Service 
Program Assistant, submitted for         
Washington County 

The purpose of the Green Corps program is to 
provide practical employment training for youth 
by operating an urban farm to grow vegetables, 
fruit, and other horticultural products for distri-
bution directly to the clients involved in the    
program as well as to the broader community. 

Green Corps will 
connect youth to the 
land on two ı-acre 
areas.  OSU Exten-
sion Service faculty, 
staff, and trained 
volunteers will work 
directly with youth to 
manage the sites 
through formal edu-
cational curriculum, internships and supervised 
volunteer service.  We will renovate designated 
outdoor areas and install intensive planting 
beds to grow vegetables, herbs and other    
useful products.  The surrounding areas will be 
landscaped with drought-tolerant plants chosen 
to provide both aesthetic value and functional 
habitat for pollinators and other beneficial     
organisms. 

We also intend to trial a booth at the Oregon 
City Farmersô Market to sell selected goods to 
provide a business planning, marketing and 
sales component to this employment training 
program.  The Green Corps program will       
provide youth with practical skills and follow-up 
networking with local farms and landscapers to 
provide further internship and employment    
opportunities.  We hope to create a pipeline of 
students to pursue further training in              
horticulture at both Clackamas Community   
College and Oregon State University.  The    
program will also provide local, at-risk youth 
with positive ways to give back to the larger 
community. 

Congratulations 

Extension Educator Grant 

Recipients 

I am pleased to feature the final two recipients of 
this yearôs OMGA Extension Educator Grant and 
their projects. 

¶ Amy Jo Detweiler, Horticulture Agent,        
submitted for Central Oregon 

In 2009, twenty seven OSU Master Gardener    
volunteers in Central Oregon took online training 
through the National Plant Diagnostic Network to 
become trained First Detectors.  As First           
Detectors these individuals enhanced our level of 
expertise as it relates to diagnostic skills at the 
plant clinics in all three county offices (Madras, 
Prineville and Redmond).  In addition our area 
trained the highest number of volunteers for that 
year and as a re-
sult we received a 
digital microscope 
(on indefinite loan) 
from the Plant 
Clinic at OSU.  
This gift was     
fantastic; however 
we could only put 
the microscope in one of the three offices. 

This year, we are in the startup phase of offering 
advanced diagnostic skills training to all of our 
Central Oregon MG volunteers including how to 
use a digital microscope.  The addition of two 
more microscopes allows us to serve the entire 
Central Oregon community more effectively in our 

plant clinics.  Using the 
digital microscope has 
been greatly beneficial in 
seeing and identifying   
insects, plant disease and 
other plant damage.  The 
clients love being able to 
see the image on the 
computer screen along 
with the volunteer, so 
their learning is enhanced 
as well. 

 

Your OMGA dues make it possible to 
provide grants for worthy projects 
that benefit your community. 
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Meet Fellow Master Gardeners 

Meet Master Gardener, Harry Olson, from 
Marion County.  Whither itôs lettuce or 
grafted tomatoes, he certainly is a winner! 

Multnomah County MGs share a mo-
ment with OMGA President, Betty 
Faller, in between educational classes 
at their plant sale.  Lt to Rt. Betty Faller, 

Joyce Hemmerling, Marilyn Kongslie, Gloria Ben-
nett. 

Central Gorge members at one of several 
beautiful gardens on their óGarden Tourô 

Lt. to Rt. Betty Faller, Jordan K, Nancy Slagle, Audrey 


